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Congressional Research Service Takes a 

Deep Look into 

Private Flood Insurance & the NFIP 

The report describes the current 

role of private insurers in U.S. 

flood insurance, and discusses 

barriers to expanding private 

sector involvement. The report 

considers potential effects of 

increased private sector 

involvement in the U.S. flood 

market, both for the NFIP and for 

consumers. Finally, the report outlines the provisions relevant to 

private flood insurance in the House and Senate NFIP 

reauthorization bills. Read the full report here. Ɖ Ɖ Ɖ 
                            ɉ4ÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ !3&0-ȭÓ 4ÈÅ )ÎÓÉÄÅÒ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ *ÕÌÙ ςπρψ %ÄÉÔÉÏÎɊ 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geu.DeZ6pGp_4A4v5XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTBzNXVncWoyBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0Y4NjJfOTQ-/SIG=1f1h1ll9q/EXP=1185659230/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253Fei%253DUTF-8%
http://www.floods.org/ace-files/documentlibrary/committees/Insurance/Private-Flood-Insurance-and-the-National-Flood-Insurance-Program.pdf
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NFIP/ CRS Corner 

Freeboard is a Win -Win  
 
One of the best strategies for reducing flood damage is elevating structures ñat least to the 

base flood elevation (BFE) and preferably above that. It is not surprising, then, that nearly 

80% of all CRS communities already implement at least a 1 -foot freeboard standard. CRS 

communities recognize that a freeboard standard benefits them in at least three ways:  
 

1) Property owners realize lower insurance rates on a structure that conforms to a freeboard 

requirement, because the extra level of elevation reduces the risk to that building.  

2) Communities earn CRS credit for implementing freeboard, which translates into a CRS 

premium discount for their policy holders.  

3) Freeboard standards result in reduced flood losses:  
 

Ý Freeboard as credited under the CRS (at least 1 foot) is one of the floodplain 

management measures found to have statistical significance in reducing flood losses, 

according to a 2015 study by Texas A&M University;  

Ý A study conducted by FEMA Region VIII after the 2013 floods in northern Colorado 

showed that losses would have been 30% higher had existing freeboard standards not 

been in place, and that the reduction in losses would be even greater in a larger, 100 -

year flood.  

 

A Freeboard Prerequisite for CRS  
 
Because of the undeniable value of freeboard in flood risk reduction, the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) asked the CRS Task Force to consider making freeboard a 

prerequisite for joining the CRS. The CRS Task Force created the 2020 Freeboard Prerequisite 

Committee and, after studying the issue, the Committee has recommended to FEMA that a 

Class 8 freeboard prerequisite be implemented with the next (2020) edition of the CRS 

Coordinatorõs Manual. The CRS team presented details about the proposed prerequisite and 

engaged communities in discussions about it during the ASFPM conference in June.  

 

The freeboard prerequisite proposed to FEMA would require future CRS Class 8 and better 

communities to enforce at least 1 foot of freeboard for all residential buildings (including their 

utilities, equipment, and mechanical systems) in the communitiesõ Special Flood Hazard Areas 

where base flood elevations have been established by FEMA. Communities that do not 

implement a freeboard requirement would be limited to a CRS Class 9 rating. All communities 

that implement a freeboard requirement will receive CRS credit under Activity 430 (Higher 

Regulatory Standards).  
     (continued on next page)  
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NFIP/CRS Corner (conté) 

 

The proposed Class 8 prerequisite supports the three goals of the CRS: reduce flood losses, 

support the insurance aspects of the NFIP, and foster comprehensive floodplain management, 

but it is also important for communities and homeowners. More 

information will be coming in future newsletters. All communities 

should also take time to consider whether a 2 -foot or 3 -foot freeboard 

standard would be appropriate for their communities.  

 

Help in Explaining Freeboard  
 
Whether you already have a freeboard requirement or are considering 

one (or a higher one), it can be challenging to explain to builders, local 

officials, community departments, and residents how it helps your 

community and your property owners. The Association of State 

Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) has a helpful flyer on the benefits of 

freeboard. Using examples, it gives the key arguments in favor of a 

communityõs enforcing a requirement for building above the base 

flood elevation. To accompany the flyer, there is a guide and template 

for creating a similar flyer tailored to a communityõs own conditions. 

Local examples can be plugged in, and the flyer is designed to be 

printed on plain letter -sized paper and foldedñmaking it simple and 

inexpensive to produce and reproduce. The flyer can be downloaded 

from the ASFPMõs website. The guide is posted on the CRS Resources 

website . Ɖ Ɖ Ɖ 
 

                                        (Taken from the June/July 2018 Edition of the NFIP/CRS Update Newsletter)  

At CRSresources.org 
 

Donõt forget to browse the CRS Resources website periodically to see whatõs been added in the way of CRS 

materials. All documents referred to in the Coordinatorõs Manual are posted here as soon as they are availa-

ble. If you cannot find a piece of information or document, please notify your ISO/CRS Specialist or NFIP-

CRS@iso.com. Here are some recent additions to the website. 

˃ Webinar ScheduleñA schedule is posted under the Training & Videos page of the CRS Resources 

website. This link has registration information. See the webinar schedule below. 

˃ The most recent issue of the NFIP/CRS Update newsletter (April/May 2018), in case you missed it, 

along with all other past issues, can be found under the 100s page of the CRS Resources website. 

˃ Success with CRS is a page on the CRS Resources website with articles about the many ways in 

which communities have found their own brand of success through the CRS. Ɖ Ɖ Ɖ 

           

http://www.floods.org/ace-images/BenefitsCostFreeboardFlyerFinalFeb2018.pdf
http://www.crsresources.org
http://www.crsresources.org
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Risk Mapping, Assessment and Planning 

Pre-Discovery Newsletter 
Amite, Bayou Teche, Liberty Bayou-Tchefuncta, Tangipahoa, and Tickfaw Watersheds 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ Dƻŀƭ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΥ 
¢ƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜǧŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
ǎǘŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƅƻƻŘ ǊƛǎƪΣ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ŜũƻǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀǊƪ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ-ǿƛŘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƅƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΦ 

wƛǎƪ a!t ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ 
 

C9a!Ωǎ wƛǎƪ aŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
όwƛǎƪ a!tύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
ƴŀǝƻƴǿƛŘŜΣ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ƅƻƻŘ ǊƛǎƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƻǊ 
ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ  

 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ wƛǎƪ a!tΣ C9a! ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
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ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōŀǎŜ 
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